
Starting Blocks 
Spending Time With Jesus In His Word Every Day - Week 26

Day 1:

PREP: What do these verses say about Jesus? What was He looking for? What does He want 
the disciples to have more of?

READ: Matthew 21:18-22

SO WHAT: What is faith? What will it mean for you today to ‘believe Jesus’ or take Him at His 
word? If Jesus comes to your life hungry to see you believing Him and trusting Him, does He 
get what He’s looking for? How can you be like a tree that’s producing what Jesus wants?

PRAY: Tell Jesus what’s holding you back from trusting Him. Ask Him to help you believe today.

Day 2:

PREP: Read through this a couple times to answer this: what authority does a person’s 
conscience have over them?

READ: Matthew 21:23-27

SO WHAT: These people knew John the Baptist wasn’t a normal man. God was involved and 
yet they didn’t follow Him. Jesus isn’t normal either. Can you tell that everything inside you is 
telling you He’s different - He’s more? His authority is a gift you give Him. Will you give it?

PRAY: Ask the Lord to show you what your heart feels about Him and ask for courage to follow.

Day 3:

PREP: What is the difference between the two sons? Who was Jesus pleased with?

READ: Matthew 21:28-32

SO WHAT: What does God want from you today? Would you be willing to ask Him? How does it 
feel to know that you can have a bad attitude about following Him so long as you follow in the 
end? He doesn’t mind your honesty and isn’t interested in a faith that merely ‘looks’ good.

PRAY: Be completely upfront with Jesus about how you feel and ask for the strength to follow.

Day 4:

PREP: What if the vineyard in the story is really your life? Who owns it and who manages it?



READ: Matthew 21:33-46

SO WHAT: Are you willing to let God run your life? Are you willing to step aside as manager and 
let Him bring Jesus in to run the show? Where in your life are you resisting Jesus as the boss of 
your life? What does it mean that God is making Him the Cornerstone of everything?

PRAY: Ask the Lord to help you put yourself under His management and surrender control.

Day 5:

PREP: Before you read these verses, decide to be honest about yourself and ready to listen.

READ: Ephesians 4:29-32

SO WHAT: Imagine your heart is like a flower garden. There are flowers that need to be 
nurtured and weeds that need to be pulled. Look at Paul’s lists here. What are the weeds that 
need to be pulled in your heart? What are the good things that need cultivating in you?

PRAY: Ask the Lord to help you know what specific things He wants to work on in you today.

Day 6:

PREP: Before you read this, get ready to think about all of your life simplified down into one 
thing and then measuring all of your life, relationships and conversations by that one thing.

READ: Ephesians 5:1-2

SO WHAT: In the original language, Paul actually says to imitate or literally “mimic” God. How 
was Jesus always walking in the way of love and sacrificing Himself in everything? Why does 
knowing that you’re a dearly loved child help you to live a life of love for everyone?

PRAY: Ask Jesus to help you learn what it means to mimic Him in specific ways today.

Day 7:

PREP: Before you read, what are some things that are always true of the stars, moon and sun?

READ: Psalm 19

SO WHAT: What are the heavens saying to us? What is their song? Think about it for a minute. 
Aren’t they always exactly where they’re supposed to be - right on schedule? They go God’s 
way. Look at verses 7-11. What is the result of going God’s way? 

PRAY: Take those last two verses of this Psalm and pray them over your day with a full heart.


