
Starting Blocks 
Spending Time With Jesus In His Word Every Day - Week 22

Day 1:

PREP: How did Peter step out of line here, and what did Jesus do about it?

READ: Matthew 17:24-27

SO WHAT: People always say that even though we are forgiven, we still have to pay the 
consequences for our wrong, but that’s not always true. Have you had a time where Jesus 
completely covered for you and you had zero consequences? How did that feel?

PRAY: Thank the Lord specifically for His forgiveness as well as all the ways He protects you.

Day 2:

PREP: The disciples ask Jesus how to be the greatest. How many things in Jesus’ answer are 
the exact opposite of what we think of as greatness?

READ: Matthew 18:1-5

SO WHAT: One main difference between little children and adults is that children aren’t afraid to 
ask for help. They know they need someone bigger and stronger to help them do what they 
can’t. How do you need Jesus specifically today? What can’t you do for yourself?

PRAY: Ask Jesus to show you clearly where you are weak and helpless so you can call on Him.

Day 3:

PREP: Jesus acknowledges the world is messed up, but gives a stern warning. What is it?

READ: Matthew 18:6-9

SO WHAT: How can we sometimes trip other people up by the way we walk? Who are the 
people in your life who look up to you? Who do you have influence over? What would it mean to 
really take that role seriously? How could you make sure you’re not tripping anyone up?

PRAY: Ask Jesus to show you how you lead the people in your life who are following you.

Day 4:

PREP: How does Jesus feel about little kids? How do you know?

READ: Matthew 18:10-14



SO WHAT: In the original language, that word “despise” meant to ‘disregard’ or ‘look down on’. 
How does it make you feel that God is so intensely protective and serious about all His kids? 
Does it make you feel taken care of to know He feels that way about you? What would it take for 
you to see everyone through this lens of how important they are to Jesus?

PRAY: Ask the Lord to help you see specific people from His perspective of love today.

Day 5:

PREP: Paul says all the believers throughout time are making something together. What is it we 
are all making and how do you fit in?

READ: Ephesians 2:19-22

SO WHAT: How does it make you feel to know that your faith is not just some set of things you 
believe, but part of something huge and important, stretching backwards and forwards 
throughout all time? What does it mean to be connected like this to Jesus Himself and all of the 
other believers everywhere in the world in the past, present and future?

PRAY: Ask the Lord to fill you with love for His people and a sense of belonging to them.

Day 6:

PREP: Paul is saying that God revealed something to him. A mystery. What was it?

READ: Ephesians 3:1-6

SO WHAT: Early on, everyone assumed that Jesus came only for Jewish people, but God 
showed Paul that anyone can believe in Jesus, even Gentiles (non-Jewish people). Is there 
someone in your life that seems too far gone? How does it feel to know God can save them?

PRAY: Tell the Lord all about the people you know who seem too lost to save. He loves them.

Day 7:

PREP: Read this a few times. What is David’s attitude like? How would you describe him here?

READ: Psalm 131

SO WHAT: A newborn baby is always upset when hungry and they are upset until they get what 
they need. A weaned child knows how to sit and wait on their mother to provide what they need 
because they’ve learned to trust their mother. What are the things in life that are too far above 
you to worry about? In what things do you need to learn trust and quiet waiting right now?

PRAY: Ask the Lord to remind you of times He has taken care of you and reasons to trust Him.


