
Starting Blocks 
Spending Time With Jesus In His Word Every Day - Week 17

Day 1:

PREP: To understand these stories, it helps to know some background info. In Jesus’ stories, 
birds weren’t good - they represented the devil. In the Old Testament, yeast always represented 
sin. What is happening in these stories?

READ: Matthew 13:31-35

SO WHAT: Have you ever seen a ministry or church get so big that it goes bad? Why would it 
be good for ministries to not get huge? Why does this go against our instinct? How has God 
used someone in your life in small but really important ways? How would He use you?

PRAY: Ask Jesus to show you some small, almost invisible thing He has for you to do today.

Day 2:

PREP: As you read these parables, cast Jesus in the role of the treasure hunter and merchant.

READ: Matthew 13:44-46

SO WHAT: You didn’t have to give up anything to be saved. It was utterly free for you. Jesus 
gave up everything. What do these stories tell you about how Jesus feels about you? 

PRAY: Ask Jesus to encourage you today and to help you to feel just how treasured you are.

Day 3:

PREP: This parable deals with the end of the current age and the start of a new one where 
things are different. What is it going to be like when this age ends and the next begins?

READ: Matthew 13:47-50

SO WHAT: This age of the church will one day end, and then angels are going to usher in 
something new - they are going to shut down unrighteousness and Jesus will reign in justice. 
Look around at our world. Why will you be thankful for that day? Why is that future comforting?

PRAY: Ask the Lord to fill you with hope today because you know how things will change.

Day 4:

PREP: Think of the storeroom and the old treasure as Scripture, this ancient book we’re still 
reading. What is He saying about people who come to know Jesus?



READ: Matthew 13:51-52

SO WHAT: When you go to the Bible, be like a detective looking for the Good News - looking for 
clues that lead you to Jesus. Take this ancient storeroom and find new treasures of grace.

PRAY: Ask Jesus to show up when you spend time in the Bible - to make His love plain to you.

Day 5:

PREP: The word ‘greet’ in these verses is used three times and means to embrace or hug.

READ: Philippians 4:21-23

SO WHAT: Why is it cool for Paul to close out his letter by encouraging hugs? Why do we need 
this kind of bond with each other? What does it do for you to have teammates in life like this?

PRAY: Ask the Lord to give you this kind of close-knit community and to fill you up by their love.

Day 6:

PREP: Consider yourself a recipient of this letter. What is Paul saying is true about you?

READ: Ephesians 1:1-3

SO WHAT: What would today look like if it was filled with grace and peace? What does it mean 
that you already have “every spiritual blessing in Christ”? What all will you have in Heaven? 
What all do you need to make it? Paul says those things are yours right now. 

PRAY: Ask Jesus to encourage your heart with all you are and have in Him today.

Day 7:

PREP: This song is about perspective. What is he saying specifically about money and death?

READ: Psalm 49

SO WHAT: How is this a direct challenge to the way most people see their lives and value 
others? If you can’t take splendor (achievement) or wealth with you when you die, why are we 
all so focused on it? What about you? Where should you find your value and hope today?

PRAY: Ask Jesus to give you a glimpse of how He sees you and how He values your life today.


