
Starting Blocks 
Spending Time With Jesus In His Word Every Day - Week 16

Day 1:

PREP: A parable is a story Jesus told in order to teach them a deeper spiritual truth. In this 
story, pay attention to the soil and what happens to the seed. 

READ: Matthew 13:1-9

SO WHAT: What do you think this story is about? What makes the seed grow and what keeps it 
from growing? What is God trying to grow in your life? How can you be the right kind of soil?

PRAY: Tell Jesus one thing that’s really been holding you back from Him lately and ask for help.

Day 2:

PREP: Jesus explains His method of telling stories. Why did He start teaching this way?

READ: Matthew 13:10-17

SO WHAT: If some people have become calloused and hard-hearted, why would it be merciful 
of Jesus to not tell them too much in plain language, but to tell them stories instead? Do you 
know some people who are closed? How can you treat them carefully with your story?

PRAY: Ask Jesus to help you know how to love different people in your life individually today.

Day 3:

PREP: There are different kinds of soil. Why does the seed have different results in these soils?

READ: Matthew 13:18-23

SO WHAT: If your heart was the soil, which soil do you feel like today or this week? How can 
you till up the ground of your heart to make it good soil where the Good News can grow strong?

PRAY: Ask Jesus to show you specific ways to get your heart ready for Him as you live today.

Day 4:

PREP: When you’re trying to understand Jesus’ parables, the first key is identifying the cast of 
characters. So, in this parable, who’s who and what is happening?

READ: Matthew 13:24-30; then skip a bit and read verses 36-43



SO WHAT: You won’t always be able to tell what side people are on. God doesn’t want you to be 
the judge deciding who gets thrown out. God will work out everything in the end. That means we 
need to treat everyone with love and be filled with hope about what God can do in their lives. Do 
you need to have that attitude for anyone specific in your life right now?

PRAY: Ask the Lord to help you trust Him as you deal with difficult people in your world. 

Day 5:

PREP: These people gave Paul money for struggling churches and to support his ministry. What 
is Paul saying about money, giving, life and ministry here?

READ: Philippians 4:10-13

SO WHAT: What does it mean to you to be content with the way God provides for you, whether 
that’s a lot or a little? How does Jesus strengthen a person for contentment? Is there something 
going on in your life in which you need Jesus’ help to accept and rejoice in where you are?

PRAY: Ask the Lord to show you and help you feel what is truly good about where you are now.

Day 6:

PREP: Paul is encouraging these people in the money they gave to God. According to Paul in 
these verses, why was it a really good thing for them to give their money to support ministry?

READ: Philippians 4:14-20

SO WHAT: What does it mean to you to give something away to the Lord? Are there any 
ministries you support financially, even though it’s hard to give? How do you feel about those 
ministries? Giving encourages you as well as the people you support. The Lord loves it and it 
expands your heart. How can you give yourself, your time, your money, your heart to Jesus?

PRAY: Think about someone you support and ask Jesus to encourage and fill them up today.

Day 7:

PREP: What attitude do the people have towards God here? What is God’s response?

READ: Psalm 2

SO WHAT: People don’t want to be ruled. In fact, they want to run their own lives, but God 
knows we need a good King. He has chosen Jesus to rule. What attitude should we have about 
Jesus coming in to be the King of our world and our lives? How can you have it today?

PRAY: Ask the Lord to give you a clear and obvious way to follow Him as your King today.


