
Starting Blocks 
Spending Time With Jesus In His Word Every Day - Week 12

Day 1:

PREP: As you read these verses, ask yourself the question, what does Jesus want from you? 

READ: Matthew 10:34-39

SO WHAT: As you grow close to Jesus, certain old bonds may be holding you back. Are there 
any relationships that are keeping you from getting closer to Jesus? What does it mean to you 
to know that Jesus wants to be closer to you than anyone else?

PRAY: Ask the Lord to show you how He feels about you today and to help you feel and know it.

Day 2:

PREP: There are things Jesus wants to reward people for. Are they big things or little things?

READ: Matthew 10:40-42

SO WHAT: Some people will oppose your walk with the Lord and some people will welcome it, 
taking care of you and supporting you. How can you welcome and support someone in their 
walk with the Lord today? Who could you encourage today? Who encourages you?

PRAY: Take some time to thank Jesus for and pray for someone who always encourages you.

Day 3:

PREP: In these verses, John the Baptist is wondering if Jesus is really the Messiah. How does 
Jesus defend His ministry? What is He all about?

READ: Matthew 11:1-6

SO WHAT: John the Baptist expected different things from Jesus. Do you? Are you okay with 
the way Jesus is working in your life? What is He doing in you? What do you want Him to do?

PRAY: Ask Jesus to show you specific things He is doing through you and for you right now.

Day 4:

PREP: John the Baptist was doubting Jesus - so how does Jesus see John?

READ: Matthew 11:7-11



SO WHAT: Jesus said there was no one like John, even though he doubted Jesus. No matter 
what you think of Him, Jesus believes in you. He sees you in beautiful ways that you don’t even 
see yourself. Even so, becoming less can make you greater still. How can you do that?

PRAY: Ask Jesus to help you really believe the way He sees you and live out of that truth.

Day 5:

PREP: What was Timothy like and why did Paul value him in the work of the Gospel?

READ: Philippians 2:19-24

SO WHAT: Who in your life is working for the Gospel? How can you serve them like this? What 
is a good son like with his father? Loving, admiring, loyal, faithful. How can you serve this way?

PRAY: Ask Jesus to show you where He wants you to fit into the work of His Kingdom.

Day 6:

PREP: What do you learn about this guy Epaphroditus? How did Paul want the Philippians to 
treat him when he arrived?

READ: Philippians 2:25-30

SO WHAT: There are people around us who are giving their lives for the cause of Christ. It’s 
costing them everything. Do you know them? Who around you is living for Jesus? How could 
you welcome and encourage them in their work?

PRAY: Ask Jesus to give you an open door to encourage or serve someone who is on the front 
lines for Him and His work.

Day 7:

PREP: As you read this, what is the writer’s attitude? What right does he have to be this way?

READ: Psalm 130

SO WHAT: How does it make you feel to know that you get to ask God for whatever you need, 
even though none of us deserve to even stand in His presence? Does His forgiveness make 
you bold? What do you have to ask Him for with boldness because only He can help you?

PRAY: Ask Jesus to help you feel the truth of His forgiveness so that it strengthens you today.


